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complicated way to those of Prussia. He had promised the King
of Prussia as fine a domain as he had had before 1806. But
before 1806 Prussia owned certain parts of Poland which Alex-
ander wished to keep; therefore, said Alexander, Prussia must be
compensated elsewhere. The most convenient plan was to give
Saxony to Prussia, since the King of Saxony had failed to abandon
Napoleon at the proper moment But the King of Saxony was
a legitimate sovereign: Louis XVIII and Talleyrand were out-
raged at the thought of his being dispossessed. Austria feared
both Russia and Prussia, and therefore sided with France. Eng-
land wished to strengthen Prussia and weaken Russia; therefore
Castlereagh at first supported Prussia's claim to Saxony but
opposed Russia's claim to practically the whole of Poland.
When he found that it was impossible to support Prussia
without supporting Russia, he decided against bom, and joined
Austria and France. This question absorbed most of the time of
the Congress.
At the very beginning, on October i, Talleyrand had an inter-
view with Alexander, in which he maintained the ethical im-
portance of the principle of legitimacy against what he repre-
sented as the Tsar's unscrupulousness. Alexander did not like
Talleyrand, partly, no doubt, because he regarded him as a
cynic, but more because, when the Russian Government pro-
tested against Napoleon's murder of the Due d'Enghien, Talley-
rand replied by a hint that it was not as bad as murdering one's
father. On that occasion, as on this, he had been in a position of
moral superiority to the highly religious Emperor, which must
have amused him, but his amusement is not allowed to appear
in the account which he gives in his Memoires of the interview
on October I:
A. At present let us speak of our affairs. We must finish them
here.
T. That depends upon Your Majesty. They will finish quickly
and happily if Your Majesty brings to them the same nobility
and the same greatness of soul as to those of France.
A. But each must find his interests (convenances) in the
settlement.
T. And each his rights.
A. I shall keep what I occupy.
T. Your Majesty will only wish to keep what will be legiti-
mately yours.